DRAFT LETTER TO CANDIDATE: COMMUNITY TOUR
[CANDIDATES NAME & TITLE]

[CANDIDATE ADDRESS]

[CANDIDATE CITY, STATE, ZIP]

[Re: COMMUNITY TOUR]
Dear [CANDIDATE]:
On behalf of [ORGANIZATION NAME], I would be honored if you would join me for a tour of our community. [ORGANIZATION NAME AND DESCRIBE MISSION OF ORGANIZATION].   I would like to demonstrate how [ORGANIZATION NAME] leverages federal dollars to create jobs and develop homes for citizens in your district. 

As you may know, community based nonprofit development organizations, such as ours, are evolving at a rapid pace. According to the National Congress for Community Economic Development, this industry has grown by 64% over the last four years. Community based nonprofit development organizations have realized 30 years of tremendous achievement. Notable accomplishments are illustrated in the following figures:

· Approximately 71 million square feet of commercial and industrial space has been developed.

· At the end of 1997, there were $1.9 billion in loans outstanding to 59,000 small and micro-businesses.

· Roughly 247,000 private sector jobs were created. 

· Approximately 550,000 units of affordable rental or ownership housing were developed; nearly 40% was completed in the last four years.

Success within the community economic development industry, and within our district, would not have been possible without the support of key federal programs, such as the Community Development Block Grant, HOME, Office of Community Service, the Small Business Administration Microloan and PRIME programs, and the CDFI Fund.

I sincerely welcome the opportunity to show you the successes that have been achieved within your district as a result of community economic development efforts, and the positive impact these programs have had on the lives of the citizens who have been affected by such efforts.

Please let me know if you are available for a short tour of our community. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

[NAME]

[ORGANIZATION NAME]

http://www.ncced.org/policyll/advocacy/comunityTour.doc 

